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1 Summary 

The goal of this study was to assess the impact of sport on the Belgian economy. In 
order to do so, a so-called Sport Satellite Account was calculated which allows to 
search the System of National Accounts for sport-related economic activities and to 
compute their full effect. 

Within directly sport-related economic entities (typically companies, but also 
voluntary associations, institutions and other organisation, profit-oriented or not), 
Gross Value Added (GVA) worth 5.735 billion (bn) euros was generated. Thus, sport 
generates roughly twice as much GVA as agriculture (2.821 bn euros) and even a little 
more than electricity, gas and steam (5.241 bn euros), or telecommunication services 
(5.250 bn euros). If one adds the effects of the supply network (indirect effects) and 
the consumption of the employees (induced effects), a total effect of 8.691 bn euros 
can be reported. This refers to a share of 1.60 per cent (direct effects) and 2.43 per cent 
(total effect, including induced effects) of Belgium’s whole economy. One can say that 
out of 41 euros generated in Belgium, one is directly or indirectly related to sport. 

Looking at the labour force necessary to provide the sport-related goods and services, 
a direct employment effect of 84,320 persons or 1.89 per cent of total employment in 
Belgium could be identified. Including the indirect and induced effects, a total of 
118,708 persons or 2.66 per cent of all employees are directly or indirectly employed 
due to sport. Total employment is in the order of magnitude of the population of cities 
like Namur (110,628) or Bruges (118,187). 

Sport-related employment shares are higher than GVA’s shares, meaning that sport 
is employment intensive – in order to generate one per cent of GVA, one needs more 
than one per cent of employment. Sport thus contributes to reducing unemployment. 
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2 Policy Framework 

In 2007, the European Commission published the White Paper on Sport1. It stated that 
“The Commission, in close cooperation with the Member States, will seek to develop a 
European statistical method for measuring the economic impact of sport as a basis for 
national statistical accounts for sport, which could lead in time to a European satellite 
account for sport.” This announcement was preceded by an initiative of the Austrian 
Presidency to develop a framework for Sport Satellite Accounts (SSAs) and to 
establish an EU Working Group ‘Sport and Economics’ as the starting point for the 
development of national and EU-wide SSAs. 

Further on, the European Commission has formulated the Europe 2020 strategy2 to 
meet future challenges. To illustrate the role of sport with regard to “Europe 2020”, 
knowledge about the specific characteristics of sport economics and its impact on 
Europe’s economy is necessary. In this light, several studies were commissioned3 
which derived results about the economic impact of sport as well as evidence-based 
policy-related conclusions. The main findings are: 

• Sport’s impact on the economy is under-recognised and under-documented; 
• Growth in the sport sector is employment-intensive – sport contributes to 

counteracting unemployment; 
• There is a great degree of complementarity between professional sport and 

voluntary activity; 
• Important benefits associated with specialisation arise from the experience 

curve effect and the economies of scale effect, leading to unit cost digression, 
higher productivity and better service quality (improved competitiveness); 

• Satellite accounts, especially if they are based upon a multi-regional input-
output model, help identify strengths and weaknesses of the national sport 
economies. One country may have a comparative advantage in providing 
services while another one maybe be better in producing goods; 

• Different Member States are characterized by different fiscal and financial aid 
schemes and public policy approaches towards the sport sector 

• Growth may differ from one sport industry to another, depending on 
international patterns of comparative advantage; 

 

1 European Union, Commission of the European Communities. (2007). White Paper on Sport. Retrieved from https://eur-
lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52007DC0391, last accessed 30 April 2019 
2 The Europe 2020 strategy is the EU's agenda for growth and jobs for the current decade. It emphasizes smart, sustainable 
and inclusive growth as a way to overcome the structural weaknesses in Europe's economy, improve its competitiveness and 
productivity and underpin a sustainable social market economy 
3 As examples SpEA et al. (2012) „Study on the Contribution of Sport to Economic Growth and Employment in the EU“, 
commissioned by the European Commission, Directorate-General Education and Culture or SpEA and SIRC (2018) “Study on 
the Economic Impact of Sport through Sport Satellite Accounts” commissioned by the European Commission, Directorate-
General Education and Culture 
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• An important policy issue is the expected return on investments necessary to 
host major sport events. At the moment there is no standardized framework to 
address this complex decision; 

• Some sports are experiencing a rapid growth in terms of participation. This 
growth may not always be reflected in the attention this sport receives. Sports 
satellite accounts can help identifying such sport disciplines which is a task of 
strategic importance; 

• SSA provide a good framework to investigate and benchmark financial flows 
towards and from the sport sector. If one would like to research the impact of 
sponsoring or other resources going into the sport sector, an SSA is a good 
starting point for many questions to be answered. 
 

3 Possibilities and Scope 

The principle idea behind the SSA is to make visible what otherwise remains hidden in 
the System of National Accounts (SNA): the impact of sport on the economy. As usual 
in the SNA, only transactions are accounted for. That means, only if an invoice or 
receipt related to sport is handed over, the transferred amount of money is booked 
into the SSA. This may occur in a shop (sport retail), in a school (sport education), in a 
book store (sport part of newspapers), in a hotel (sport tourism), and in many other 
occasions. Goods and services necessary to produce these sport-related products (e.g. 
the paper and ink for the newspaper or the steel for the golf club) are also interpreted 
as sport-related (see the section on Total Results). Effects on health, productivity, 
social inclusion and the like are, however, not part of the SSA. 

To calculate the results, an enormous amount of data is necessary. The complexity of 
the used model is too high to be reproduced here in this overview which shall provide 
the reader with as many results as possible. The idea is to give the reader a conception 
of the importance of sport within the Belgian economy and thus to raise awareness 
and appreciation for sport not only as a pleasant spare-time activity, but as a fully-
fledged contributor to economic growth and welfare. 

In a further step, the SSA is a powerful tool when it comes to the evaluation of 
prospective or past investments into sport or any sport-related economic activity. 
Additional resources made available for sport education, the construction of sport 
infrastructure, or hosting of sport events are examples of evaluated policies. 
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4 Creation Process and Data 

In a previous project4, a first fully-fledged SSA for Belgium was calculated with 2012 
data. This has now been updated for with 2014 data in the context of the project 
“Study on National Sport Satellite Accounts (SSAs) in the EU – Technical Support at 
National Level 2018” carried out by SpEA and SIRC for the European Commission 
Directorate-General Education and Culture. As was the case the first time, the Sport 
Administration of the Federation Wallonia-Brussels coordinated the project and 
facilitated intermediation. 

Four formal meetings were held, three via WebEx (20th December 2017, 12th June 
2018, and 30th November 2018), and one in person (16th July 2018). The first web-
based meeting was held between Olivier Courtin (Attaché, in the Administration 
Générale du Sport), Kris Blancke (Attache in the Directorate-General for Statistics, 
Statistics Belgium), Simon Plasschaert (Sport Vlaanderen, Kennis- en 
informatiecentrum sport (KICS)), and Günther Grohall (SpEA) with the intention to 
inform all participants regarding the state of play of the Belgian SSA. In the second 
meeting, Olivier Courtin, Roland Farkas (European Commission) and Jasper Truyens 
(Sport Vlaanderen) joined the discussion on data availability and organisational 
topics. The in-person meeting between Olivier Courtin and Günther Grohall dealt with 
detailed method of data collection and the project’s time line. Communication in 
between the above-mentioned meetings, as well as data transfer, took place mainly 
via e-mail. 

Due to data availability, 2014 was chosen as the base year for calculations of the latest 
Sport Satellite Account for Belgium. Data was provided by Eurostat, the National 
Bank of Belgium, Belfius bank, the Sport Administration of the Federation Wallonia-
Brussels, Sport Vlaanderen and Sport Ost Belgien. Due to the cooperation between 
the calculation team and the public administration, very detailed information about 
the latter could be assembled which allowed a much better modelling of the public 
sector than usual. Finally, 34 specific data points on the different types of public 
money invested and used otherwise in the field of sport could be identified, each one 
comprised of dozens or even hundreds of single entries into public administration 
data-bases. 

Calculations were done in terms of Gross Value Added (GVA) which is closer to 
production data in many cases and thus more precise to interpret than Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP)5. The orders of magnitude of GVA and GDP, however, are similar.  

 

4 Study on the Economic Impact of Sport through Sport Satellite Accounts, 2018 

5 Taxes less subsidies on products, which is the difference between GVA and GDP, are applied on final consumption as well. 
Thus, GDP includes a bit of final consumption. This is not the case for GVA which focuses on production only.  
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The Vilnius Definition of Sport was used as an economic definition of sport. It includes 
three parts:  

• the core definition: it includes sport activities according to the System of 
National Accounts (NACE 93.1). These are mainly sport facilities, sport clubs, 
fitness facilities, sport events and their promotion;  

• the narrow definition includes the above core definition, and adds all other 
industries which produce goods and services that are necessary to perform 
sport. That can be sport gear, education, sport lawn, and the like;  

• the broad definition includes the narrow definition and adds all industries that 
use sport as input. Examples are sport tourism, sport betting, sport journalism 
and so on. 

The most interesting on the EU level are the core definition and the broad definition 
as they comprise the “heart of sport” on the one hand and everything that has to do 
with sport on the other. 

At this stage, it needs to be stated that it is close to impossible to find all sport-related 
economic data. As an example, the availability of sport infrastructure in hotels is 
collected nowhere. Therefore, an SSA will always be an approximation. It provides the 
reader with a lower limit of the true value, but nonetheless it gives empirical evidence 
of an otherwise completely unexplored topic. 

The 2019 SSA (with 2014 data) already is the second SSA for Belgium. During the 
preparation of the 2017 SSA (with 2012 data), the involved persons learned valuable 
lessons and used that experience for the current version of the SSA. It can be assumed 
that future research will reveal additional data and solutions to problems so that the 
SSAs will grow better over time. Please interpret this statement in the sense of the 
following reflection on economic (and probably most other) data in general: “The 
purpose of this chapter is not to provide a set of definitions but to help you become an 
educated user of economic data. There are several issues to keep in mind. First, it is 
important to be aware of the extent to which many economic data represent estimates 
rather than precise observations. As a consequence, data that are commonly used 
without reservations are subject to error, and initial estimates can be revised 
substantially as better and more complete information becomes available. The 
importance of this become evident when we realize that the data observations that are 
given the most attention are the initial estimates. The measurements that influence 
forecasts, decisions, and policy are also subject to revision and correction…” (in 
“Macroeconomics: From Theory to Practice”, by 

https://www.stern.nyu.edu/faculty/bio/paul-wachtel, 1989, McGraw-Hill International 
Editions, page 16).  

http://www.spea.at/
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5 Gross Value Added and Gross Domestic Product 

Direct Effects  

Gross value added (GVA), often shortened to just “Value added”, and Gross domestic 
product (GDP) are among the main measures to capture economic activity. In short, 
the difference between the two are taxes less subsidies on products6 which are part of 
GDP, but not of GVA. These are taxes (including non-deductible VAT) and subsidies 
which are applied on any kind of purchased products like mineral oil (sport fuel) or 
insurances (of athletes or private sport activities). Whether the purchaser is a company 
(or organisation, association, institution, etc.) which transforms the product into 
something else or a final consumer is irrelevant. Therefore, GDP including these taxes 
and subsidies partially depends on final consumption while GVA does not. As an 
example, imagine a country raising taxes on care for elderly. The production network 
remains unaltered, only the final consumer has to pay more. Therefore, it would 
increase GDP, but not GVA. Thus, in Belgium 2014, GDP is around 11.8 per cent higher 
than GVA. Since these taxes less subsidies are paid not only on production, but also 
on final consumption (private and public consumption, investments and exports), 
GVA is somewhat closer to production, while GDP has a final consumption 
component. Due to this better description of the production process, research tends 
to use GVA at least during initial calculations.  

To understand what GVA and GDP are, a slightly longer explanation may be helpful. 
The economic activity of a company leads to its output and revenue (also called 
turnover) which differ mainly by changes in inventories (everything produced but not 
sold for revenue is stored in the inventory). Revenue is used to cover a multitude of 
costs and to produce surplus as shown in Figure 1. Costs fall into two parts: on the one 
hand intermediate goods and services (supplies from other companies, shown as grey 
60 euros in the figure) are required to be transformed within the company and sold to 
its customers; on the other hand, there are the costs of this transformation (the 
orange bars in the figure). Consequently, two definitions of GVA can be derived: the 
first explains what is created (creation side) and the second explains what it is used for 
(use side). 

Creation side: GVA (orange in Figure 1) is the difference between turnover (purple) 
and costs for intermediate products and services including imports (dark grey) as well 
as taxes less subsidies on these products (light grey). For example, carbon fibre, 
synthetic polymers, and paint are intermediate goods for producing tennis rackets. If 
the intermediate goods are transformed into a racket, that racket can be sold for more 
than the intermediate goods’ price. This additional value is called GVA. 

 

6 Products include goods as well as services. 
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Use side: as can be seen in Figure 1, GVA also is the sum of salaries, wages, 
consumption of fixed capital, social contributions, taxes less subsidies on production, 
and surplus. Thus, GVA is used to pay the primary production factors: work (wages, 
salaries, social contributions), fixed capital (consumption of fixed capital), public 
services (production-based taxes less subsidies), and ownership (surplus). 

GDP is calculated by adding the light grey 1 euro of taxes less subsidies on products to 
the 60 euros of GVA. 

Figure 1: Structure of GVA (orange) as the difference between output (purple) and intermediate 

products (dark grey) including taxes less subsidies on products (light grey) 

Source: SpEA, SIRC, 2019 

Indirect Effects 

It is important to understand that everything consists of 100 per cent GVA. To see that, 
note that the grey intermediate goods and services worth 60 euros on the left hand 
side of Figure 1 have to be produced by other companies (the suppliers). During this 
production in the supply network, GVA is generated as well. This happens again in the 
suppliers of the suppliers and so on and so forth. Figure 2 shows the company analysed 
in Figure 1 in the rightmost bar. The 112 euros output are divided into 60 euros 
intermediate goods and 52 euros GVA. However, it is also shown that the intermediate 
goods can be split up into 10 euros GVA in the direct supplier company B and 50 euros 
intermediate goods and services. These are made of 20 euros GVA and 30 euros 
intermediate goods and services by company C. This logic repeats itself over and over 
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again until the whole 112 euros of original output are attributed as GVA at some stage 
of the production chain. 

Figure 2: Every product consists of 100 per cent GVA since in every production step, GVA is added to 

the intermediate goods 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: SpEA, SIRC, 2019 

Induced Effects 

Induced effects arise from additional consumption of those persons which are directly 

or indirectly employed in the sport industry. Imagine an unemployed person who 

suddenly gets a job in a sport-related company. That person will earn more, thus 

consume more and therefore stimulate the economy more than before when he was 

unemployed. The correct value equals the difference of the net-incomes (employed 

minus unemployed) less savings, less imports (including consumption abroad), less 

VAT. As one can see, the calculations depend on a number of parameters (taxation, 

unemployment benefits, saving, and consumption) and requires a model in addition 

to the standard IO-analyses. Therefore, many SSAs (and other satellite accounts) do 

not involve induced effects. For Belgium, however, the calculations could be 

undertaken and results are reported further down.  

http://www.spea.at/
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6 Main Results 

Direct Gross Value Added  

The volume of sport-related activities in Belgium which could be identified for 2014 
sums to 5.735 bn euros of GVA which equals a share of 1.60 per cent of the total 
economy’s GVA. Thus, it is roughly twice as large as agriculture (2.821 bn euros) and 
even a little larger than electricity, gas and steam (5.241 bn euros), or 
telecommunication services (5.250 bn euros). 

Figure 3: GVA of sport (broad definition) in relation to similarly sized sectors in m euros 

Source: own calculations SpEA, SIRC 
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Direct Employment 

Employment is certainly among the most important economic indicators. It turns out 
that sport-related activities employ 84,320 persons in Belgium or 1.89 per cent of total 
employment. This share is higher than GVA’s share, meaning that sport is employ-
ment intensive – in order to generate one per cent of GVA, one needs more than one 
per cent of employment. 

In order to compare the importance of employment in sport-related companies, 
employment figures of the above-mentioned sectors are: agriculture (48,900), 
electricity, steam, and gas (24,700), or telecommunication services (32,000). 

Figure 4: Employment of sport (broad definition) in relation to similarly sized sectors in persons 

Source: own calculations SpEA, SIRC 

Sport gains importance when looked at employees compared to all exemplary sectors 
with the exception of agriculture as well as food, beverages and tobacco. These two 
sectors are examples of economic activities using a lot of labour compared to their 
GVA – even more than sport. Nonetheless, the 84,320 employed persons are very 
comparable to the population of cities like La Louvière (80,511) or Mechelen (86,431). 
every 53rd employee in Belgium works in a directly sport-related company.  

http://www.spea.at/
https://www.lalouviere.be/ma-ville/situation-demographie
https://mechelen.incijfers.be/dashboard/Demografie/
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7 Detailed Results 

Total GVA and Total Employment 

In addition to directly sport-related companies, one typically considers their supply 
network to be indirectly sport-related. The economic effects there are thus called 
indirect effects. Direct effects plus indirect plus induced effects sum to total effects. 
The ratio of total effects to direct effects is called “multiplier” and can be interpreted 
as follows: 

• the higher a multiplier, the more a sector is connected to the rest of the 
economy; that again means: 

• many other sectors grow following an investment in sport and/or 
• few goods and services have to be imported. 

A multiplier can never be smaller than 1.0. If an employment multiplier equals 1.5, half 
a person is employed in the sectors supply network for every person employed in the 
directly sport-related sector. Multipliers above 1.8 can be considered “high”, but 
typical values change from sector to sector and country to country. Large economies 
tend to have higher multipliers since they have to import fewer goods and services. 

In addition to the 5.735 bn euros of direct GVA, another 2.667 bn euros of indirect GVA 
in the supply network of the directly sport-related companies and 0.289 bn euros of 
induced effects are generated within Belgium. Therefore, a total GVA effect of 
8.691 bn euros can be attributed to sport. That is a share of 2.43 per cent of total GVA 
(2.35 per cent if induced effects are ignored). The overall sport multiplier becomes 1.52 
(1.47 ignoring induced). One can say that out of 41 euros generated in Belgium, one is 
directly, indirectly or by induced effects related to sport (43 euros if induced effects 
are ignored). The total 8.691 bn euros of GVA also mean that 67 per cent of sport-
related spending is turned into domestic GVA (the economy-wide value equals 66 per 
cent, just slightly smaller). 

Taking another look at employment, one can see that in addition to the 84,230 directly 
sport-related employees, another 28,245 persons are employed in the supply network 
of sport. Additionally, 6,233 persons are employed due to induced effects. This sums 
to a total of 118,708 persons leading to a multiplier of 1.41 (112,475 persons ignoring 
induced effects, leading to a multiplier or 1.34). It is not surprising that the 
employment multiplier is lower than the GVA multiplier since sport-related 
employment is above average. In the supply-network, however, many “normal” 
sectors can be found with standard employment levels. Therefore, the ratio of normal 
employment divided by the high employment in sport has to be below the average.  

Total employment is in the order of magnitude of the population of cities like Namur 
(111,591) or Bruges (118,176). 

http://www.spea.at/
https://data.namur.be/explore/dataset/namur-population-groupes-dages-chiffres-absolus/table/?disjunctive.annee&disjunctive.quart_nom&disjunctive.code&disjunctive.quart_code&sort=annee&refine.quart_nom=.Commune+de+Namur
https://www.brugge.be/feiten-en-cijfers


 

© 2019 SpEA Institut für Sportökonomie   14 
Liniengasse 50-52, A-1060 Wien | www.spea.at | +43 660 3200 DW 400 

 

Sectoral Results: GVA 

The importance of sport varies in different sectors of an economy. According to the 
Pan-European SSA7, the largest amount of GVA generated in any existing sport-
related sector is attributed to education, mainly due to physical education at schools 
or training facilities. More than 1.8 bn euros of direct GVA are generated this way, out 
of which two thirds is due to public schooling. The remaining third arises from private 
schools and training facilities. Second with around 1.2 bn euros is warehousing. The 
Nike European Logistics Campus located in the Laakdal plays the most important role 
here. The core Vilnius definition is ranked third (direct GVA of 625 m euros). 

Figure 5: Direct GVA generated in the Top-10 sectors 

Rank Sector GVA 

1 Education services 1,806.9 

2 Warehousing and support services for transportation 1,178.5 

3 Core Definition – Sport Activities 625.5 

4 Retail trade services, except of motor vehicles and motorcycles 320.7 

5 Land transport services and transport services via pipelines 200.3 

6 Furniture and other manufactured goods 165.2 

7 Accommodation and food services 138.5 

8 Publishing services 135.8 

9 Basic pharmaceutical products and pharmaceutical preparations 135.4 

10 Public administration and defence services; compulsory social security services 132.1 
Source: own calculations SpEA, SIRC 

As described before, all these activities require intermediate goods and services, and 
employment generates consumption. The sector that benefits most from indirect and 
induced effects is legal services, with 395 m euros of indirect and induced GVA, 
followed by retail services (289 m euros) and real estate services (244 m euros). 

Figure 6: Indirect and induced GVA generated in the Top-10 sectors 

Rank Sector GVA 

1 Legal and accounting services; head offices; management consultancy services 395.6 

2 Retail trade services, except of motor vehicles and motorcycles 289.3 

3 Real estate services excluding imputed rents 244.7 

4 Warehousing and support services for transportation 203.3 

5 Wholesale trade services, except of motor vehicles and motorcycles 178.0 

6 Employment services 146.4 

7 Security and investigation services; services to buildings and landscape; 146.2 

8 Financial services, except insurance and pension funding 103.8 

9 Services auxiliary to financial services and insurance services 100.2 

10 Constructions and construction works 94.9 
Source: own calculations SpEA, SIRC 

 

7 SpEA and SIRC (2018) “Study on the Economic Impact of Sport through Sport Satellite Accounts” commissioned by the 

European Commission, Directorate-General Education and Culture 

http://www.spea.at/
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Sectoral Results: Employment 

As can be expected, the “big picture” of the GVA ranking transfers to employment, as 
the generation of a large GVA requires a large number of employees. However, due to 
different labour productivity rates in the sectors, some changes can be observed. With 
more than 33,900 employees, education services are again by far the number one 
sector. The second rank is taken by the Core of the Vilnius definition with more than 
14,000 persons, followed by retail trade with “just” a little above 6,900. 

Figure 7: Direct employment generated in the Top-10 sectors 

Rank Sector heads 

1 Education services 33,937 

2 Core Definition – Sport Activities 14,040 

3 Retail trade services, except of motor vehicles and motorcycles 6,911 

4 Furniture and other manufactured goods 4,345 

5 Land transport services and transport services via pipelines 3,468 

6 Accommodation and food services 3,195 

7 Motor vehicles, trailers and semi-trailers 2,021 

8 Public administration and defence services; compulsory social security services 1,921 

9 Warehousing and support services for transportation 1,850 

10 Constructions and construction works 1,792 
 

Source: own calculations SpEA, SIRC 

Indirect effects come with surprises: Rank 1 clearly goes to retail services, followed by 
security services and, at a distance, by employment services; employment and 
security services were not even in the direct Top-10 sectors. Construction also 
increases its rank to the fourth place. All the Top-5 sectors are known to employ many 
persons per GVA which explains their higher ranks. 

Figure 8: Indirect and induced employment generated in the Top-10 sectors 

Rank Sector heads 

1 Retail trade services, except of motor vehicles and motorcycles 6,233 

2 Security and investigation services; services to buildings and landscape;  3,918 

3 Employment services 1,822 

4 Constructions and construction works 1,800 

5 Warehousing and support services for transportation 1,599 

6 Legal and accounting services; head offices; management consultancy services 1,593 

7 Land transport services and transport services via pipelines 1,567 

8 Accommodation and food services 1,315 

9 Wholesale trade services, except of motor vehicles and motorcycles 1,225 

10 Education services 1,079 
 

Source: own calculations SpEA, SIRC 
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8 Effects of Public Interventions 

Effects of Public Spending 

An often-asked question about the economy is the effects of one million euros spent 
by the public hand. In the case here, it is public spending into sport. According to the 
gathered numbers (not given in detail here), the vast majority of sport-related public 
spending goes to education (70 per cent), followed by construction works (14 per 
cent), administration (9 per cent), and the core sector of sport activities (7 per cent). 

Using these numbers for distributing the virtual one million euros, one can calculate 
that 870,000 euros of GVA are generated within Belgium (thereof 736,000 directly in 
the sport-related companies and institutions) and 15.3 persons are employed 
domestically (13.6 directly sport-related). 

The 870,000 euros of GVA per million euros public money invested obviously refers to 
a share of 87 per cent of investments turned into domestic GVA. As stated above, the 
total sport-related share equals 67 per cent while the economy-wide share is 66 per 
cent. Thus, while sport in general is slightly above average efficient in turning 
spending into GVA, public spending in sport has a much greater efficiency, generating 
a higher amount of GVA. 

Given the identified total of 1.993 bn euros public money spent on sport (close to 0.6% 
of GDP)8 in 2014, a GVA effect of 1.734 bn euros and 30,501 employed persons can be 
calculated as total impact. 

New Payment Scheme for Associative workers 

Since July 2018, associations and public administrations can opt for a new system to 
pay their so-called “associative workers”9 up to 6,250 euros per year.10  With the 
condition to be regularly employed outside the association or retired, the associative 
worker does not have to pay additional income tax for his or her remuneration. 
Assuming that such a persons’ behaviour or earnings can be approximated by the 

 

8 Note that Eurostat gives a share of 0.4 per cent of GDP invested by the public administration in recreation and sport (code 
gov_10a_exp) which is less than the 1.993 bn euros used here. One of the main reasons for the difference is in this report, 
public spending for school sport is counted while it is indicated as education-related by Eurostat. 
9 The services cannot be of a professional nature and must be included in the list of authorized activities: 
▪ Facilitator, leader, instructor or coordinator who provides sports initiation and / or sports activities 
▪ Sports trainer, sports instructor, sports coach, youth sports coordinator, sports referee, jury member, administrator, 

field or equipment manager, signalman in sport competitions 
▪ Concierge of sport infrastructure 
▪ Assistance and occasional or small-scale support in the field of administrative management or logistics for activities in 

the sports sector 
▪ Occasional or small-scale support for the development of newsletters or other publications and websites in the sports 

sector 
▪ Facilitator of trainings, conferences, presentations in the sports sector 
10 See here for a short introduction: https://www.bijklussen.be/fr/a-propos.html 
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hypothetical person in the induced effects model, the impact of this regulation can be 
calculated. One has to bear in mind that an associative worker would still be regularly 
employed without any work at the association and that no income tax has to be paid 
(VAT, savings and imports are still fully considered). The model used to calculate the 
impact of the associative workers’ additional income is very close to that of the 
induced effects. Since there is no income tax payed on the 6,250 euros, one can 
directly proceed to subtract the saving rate and money spent abroad or for imports. 
The remaining amount will be spent on domestic goods and services for which GVA 
can be calculated. 

For every 1,000 associative workers which are employed within their association, their 
additional income generates an additional 1.483 m euros of GVA in Belgium. In order 
to provide these additionally consumed goods and services another 31 persons11 can 
be expected to be employed. 

Stated the other way around, 32 associative workers12 consume enough from the 
associations’ payments to generate a GVA of 46,400 euros within Belgium. From this 
employment, one person is employed on average through the impact of induced 
effects.  

  

 

11 The 1,000 associative workers generate enough GVA to employ 31.29 other persons, to be precise. 

12 Calculating 1,000 / 31.29 = 31.96 which is the precise number of 32 associative workers given in the text. 
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